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Kia ora whānau,
Tomorrow we celebrate Samoan Language Week with a special
assembly. Yes, the offical week for Samoan Language week was last
week, however due to our Teacher Only Day, we were not able to hold our
assembly - we do so tomorrow! All students are encouraged to wear
traditional Samoan dress tomorrow should they wish to.
We have a number of students and staff who are sick at the moment - not always Covid , but there is
the odd case of that still as well. However, the normal winter bugs and virus's are beginning to affect
us all. Unfortunately, it is really hard to get relievers at the moment and so on occasions we have had
no other option but to split classes (I am sure you will have seen all over the news lately how hard it is
to get teachers at the moment!). We know that parents understand we are doing the best we can thank you for that kindness as it is really very much appreciated!
We are noticing a large number of students who are no longer wearing masks to school - we do
strongly encourage the wearing of a mask when indoors. I understand we are all pretty sick of them,
however mask wearing goes a long way towards keeping all viruses at bay - including Covid-19. Now
is not the time to get complacent. We do provide masks for students if they arrive at school without
one, but we do ask for parent support with this wherever possible.
The first public holiday to celebrate Matariki will be on Friday 24 June 2022. The Government has
committed to ensuring mātauranga Maori is at the heart of celebrations of the Matariki public holiday,
and are keen to see it be a time for:
Remembrance – Honouring those we have lost since the last rising of Matariki.
Celebrating the present – Gathering together to give thanks for what we have.
Looking to the future – Looking forward to the promise of a new year.
We hope you enjoy this special day with whānau and friends.

Ngā mihi
Cathy Chalmers
Principal

Uniform - long pants in cooler weather

It is definitely getting a little cooler now with winter settling in. A number of parents have asked about
long pants - this is just a quick reminder that we do have long navy pants as part of our school
uniform. These can be purchased from The Uniform Shoppe in Manukau for a very reasonable price
should students wish to wear long pants. See below for the pricing. Mufti pants is not one of our
school uniform options!

Hot lunches start next week!
Next week our Ka ora, Ka ako, Healthy Lunches Programme
provider, Subway, will be supplying hot lunches on some of the days.
We will share the menu with parents once we receive it. The quality
of the lunches we receive from Subway are really very good - we
hope everyone appreciates how lucky we are to have free lunches
provided for our students! We know we appreciate it very much!

Matariki Whānau Evening - Save the Date!
We would like to invite all parents to join us for a Matariki Whanau hui in
the hall on Wednesday 6 July, starting at 6.30p.m. (the last week of
term). Our Te Kakano pod is organising this evening. We will provide a
sausage sizzle and hamburgers for people to have for their dinner. Some
of our performance groups will perform for their parents and we will
have a range of Matariki celebration activities for parents and their
children to take part in. There will also be an opportunity for parents to
share with us what they like about the school at the moment, what future directions they might like the
school to take etc. More information will be coming home soon - but we encourage you to put the date
aside now!

ASB St John is in the school next week!
Next week we have the ASB St John Schools programme working in
the school from Tuesday 14th to Friday 17 June. They will be taking
one hour taster lessons in Emergency First Aid in all classes. This is
an important life skill everyone should have under their belt!

Girls Day Out Rugby Tournament
Yesterday we took 15 year 7 and 8 girls to the 'Girls Day Out Rugby Tournament' at Bruce Pulman
Park. With the sun shining and the school vans packed, we were ready to hit the road! There was
absolute fire in the hearts of these young wāhine as they took to the field for their first game against
Clendon Park. The team pulled together and finished the game with a win, excited to take on Randwick
Park in their second game. Runs were made, tries were scored and the cheers from our whānau were
strong. As the day progressed, the sore bodies weren't going to hold them back, they fought hard in
their final pool match against Waimahia Intermediate and although they didn't come away with a win,
their sportsmanship didn't go unnoticed. After two games in the finals, the girls came away proudly
placed in third and with the overall Year 8 sportsmanship award, chosen by the referee's.
Malo lava GIS girls rugby. You played hard, worked together and made our community proud. (written
by Miss Johnson - coach)

Counties Zone Boys Rugby Tournament
On Tuesday 31st May 40 boys represented Greenmeadows Intermediate School at the Counties Zone
Rugby Tournament. The boys learnt specific tackling, passing and kicking skills during afternoon and
sports break practices to fine tune these key rugby fundamentals. On the day of the tournament both
boys teams "Open Boys" and the "Under 55 kg Boys" played their games with passion and good will.
Although both teams did not place, what was the best part for all those involved was the open boys
team being awarded the Sportsmanship award nominated by the teams that participated on the day.
Huge thank you to Hamza Ishikawa for training and upskilling the boys. Bring on 2023!!!!! (Written by
Mr Lukupa)

Chess Club - reminder that the Chess Championship is
coming up!
A reminder that the chess teams will be going to the South Auckland Intermediate Interschool Chess
Championship which is held at Papatoetoe High School next Friday 17th June.

