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Principal's message
Kia ora whānau,
This week has seen the beginning of a new sports programme that our Whanau Hubs are running
during Sports Break. Under RED level restrictions, all interschool competitions and tournaments have
been cancelled and so our Sports Teachers have developed a programme that encourages students to
take part in a wide range of sporting codes, while at the same time representing their house as they
compete in a Whanau Hub tournament. We have also increased the range of equipment and activities
taking place during morning tea and lunch. This has include having a specific area for quieter physical
activities such as hand ball, padder tennis, chess, skipping etc. The students have really embraced
these new activities and it is lovely to see the enjoyment of them playing and hear their laughter at the
same time. Enjoy some photos above!
This newsletter includes information about the following:
Covid - new isolation guidance.
Student Councillor applications - due date extended to next Wednesday
Swimming at Massey Park
BOT Meeting - Monday 28 March
Opening of our Rua Reo class
Extension Classes starting for Art & Music
Do please have a good read - remember, this is our main way of letting parents know what is
happening at school.
Ngā mihi
Cathy Chalmers
cchalmers@greenmeadows.school.nz

Student Leaders & Classroom
Ambassadors
The process for appointing Class Ambassadors (Year 7 & 8) will be
completed by the end of this week. We have made the decision to
give Year 8 students wanting to apply for the student council until
next Wednesday to submit their applications letters. This is because
a number of students wishing to apply are currently at home in
isolation and it seems reasonable to provide them a bit more time!
Class Ambassadors will be announced next week. We will announce
the student council by the end of the term - this will allow time for the
interviews to take place.

Swimming at Massey Park Pools - starts next Week.
A reminder that all classes will be attending Swimming Lessons down at Massey Park Pools in
Papakura starting next week. Please make sure that your child brings their togs on the day their class
is scheduled. I have put next weeks timetable below if you are not sure of when that is. This is a vital
part of our PE & Sport curriculum - please do make sure your child is supported to take part.
There are still a few spaces left in the "swimming for beginners" group. These lessons are being
taught by a qualified swimming instructor - it is a great opportunity for your child to develop their
confidence to swim and it is free! Please follow this link to register your child if you wish them to sign
up.

Covid - Isolation guidance
Parents will be aware that the government has announced last week
that the required isolation period for people who have Covid, or are
Household Contacts has reduced to 7 days. However, it has to be
acknowledged that sometimes it is confusing working it all out,
especially if you have more than one person with Covid in your
household. I hope the graphics below help clarify things for whānau.

A reminder that there is no need to test again if you have tested positive for Covid. As long as students
do not have any symptoms, they are able to return to school on Day 8.

Te Whānau o Tamapahore - official
reopening
We are excited to be having the official reopening of our Māori bilingual
classroom Te Whānau o Tamapahore taking place on Tuesday 29 March
at 5.30p.m. While this does have to be an invitation only event due to the
RED level restrictions, we wanted to celebrate this as well with our
community. We are going to make a video to share with all those who are
not able to join us!
We are looking forward to having both current students in Ruma 6 along with their whānau, past
pupils, staff and members of our community join us for this celebration.

Extension Classes for Art and Music Selection process starts this week
On a Friday, the specialist teachers take extension classes for
students who show particular talent or gifts in those subject areas.
Miss Langi and Miss Huang will be beginning to select students for
the extension music and art programmes this Friday. If you feel your
child has a particular gift or talent in these areas, you may want to
email them to let them know. We find our Year 7 students especially
are sometimes a little hesitant to put themselves forward.
Miss Huang's email is thuang@greenmeadows.school.nz
Mrs Langi's email is slangi@greenmedows.school.nz
We will also start auditioning for the choir, beginning with Year 8 this
Friday.

Learning in Technology
We are pleased to be able to share some photos and videos of the learning that has been taking place
in Technology with Whaea Leah so far this this term. Some students have been making smoothies.

Others have been creating working pianos with only pencil, paper, and a
Makey Makey device connected to a computer.
We have students who have been using tiny Microbit computers to
create games and interact with the environment. Rock Paper Scissors
was a game that some students coded and then used to play against
others.
Finally, some students have been working on Augmented Reality, virtually re-designing the tech room
to include unexpected people, animals and objects that were coded to move and change.
Please enjoy watching some of this learning in the videos below.
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