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Principal's message
Kia ora whānau,
It has been so lovely to see some of our students returning to school this week as they have completed
their isolation periods. We have noticed a slight decline in the number of positive cases that are being
reported to us over the past week and an increase in the number of students attending school each
day. Today we had 52% of our students attending school on site - this is compared to an average of
42% last week. This is so awesome - and lets hope the upward trend continues!
Since last weeks Thursday newsletter, we have had 26 confirmed student cases reported to us across
the school. Many of these students were already in isolation at home and were not infectious while at
school. We also note how absolutely fabulous parents are at keeping their child home if unwell. This
really does reduce the risk of any transmission at school a lot!
Three of our teachers are currently isolating at home as household contacts. All going well, we look
forward to seeing them return to school on Monday.
This week we "merged" classes into hubs. This has enabled teachers to work more flexibly as they
teach students who are learning through home, as well as those who are here on site. I am so proud of
the way in which our teachers have embraced the "hybrid" approach to teaching, coming up with
innovative ways to teach the same lesson both at school and online. Our school has made the
commitment to remain open no matter what - this has meant that our teachers have had to really
think "outside the box" as they work out ways to ensure the students in their class get a good deal
whether they are at school or online.
We are really grateful to our parents and whānau who have taken the time to send a positive email, or
kind message to their child's teacher. Everyone wants to be acknowledged for the work they do and
you have no idea how much receiving a nice email lifts the morale of staff. So thanks to those of you
who have done that! You rock!
A final reminder to everyone that we have a Teacher Only Day tomorrow (Friday 11 March) and the
school will be closed to enable staff to attend the Alfriston Kāhui Ako Conference.
This newsletter includes information about the following:
Student Leader applications
Swimming at Massey Park
Tui Team Activation Stations

Reduction in isolation requirements from 10 to 7 days
School Lunches
Assessments
Te Ao Māori programme
Vaccination Van - here at GIS next Wednesday
Do please have a good read - remember, this is our main way of letting parents know what is
happening at school.
Ngā mihi
Cathy Chalmers
cchalmers@greenmeadows.school.nz

Student Leaders & Classroom
Ambassadors
The process for Student Councillors (Year 8 only) and Class
Ambassadors (Year 7 & 8) began this week. Teachers have shared
the information with their classes about how the process works and
what they need to do to apply for one of these positions. It is great
to see that students are taking up this opportunity whether they are
at school or learning from home. Parents are also emailing for more
information about the process. If you have any questions about this
feel free to email your child's teacher or Lali Sefo at
lsefo@greenmeadows.school.nz.
The closing date for application letters is Friday 18th March.

Swimming at Massey Park Pools
We are excited to be able to include Swimming as part of our 2022 PE & Sports curriculum. Due to the
unavailability of local pools and the inhibitive cost of transport, this is the first year we have been able
to offer this important aspect of the curriculum. There were so many drownings over the summer
period this year, which has heightened even more the importance of our tamariki learning to swim and
to develop confidence around water.
Each class will go down to Massey Park Pools in Papakura once a week during Weeks 8 - 10. Parents
received a special newsletter yesterday by email letting them know the details of this programme and
the timetable. If you missed this email, follow this link to read all about it.

Isolation period reduced from 10 to 7 days
Parents will be aware that the government has announced this week
that the required isolation period for people who have Covid, or are
Household Contacts will reduce from 10 days to seven days from Friday
11 March at 11.59p.m.
Household Contacts need to have a rapid antigen test on day 3 and day 7 of their isolation period. If
that Day 7 test is negative, and they have no symptoms, students are able to return to school on Day

8.
Those who test positive for Covid, do not need to test again on Day 7. As long as they do not have
symptoms, they are able to return to school on Day 8. The reason that people who have had Covid do
not need to test again, is because it is quite likely they will test positive for quite some time afterwards even though no longer sick or infectious.
I am aware how confusing it is with all the changes being made to the isolation rules etc. Please do
feel free to ring me at school, or email me if you are not sure of anything.

The vaccination van will be here at school next Wednesday!
As has previously been mentioned, the Alfriston Kāhui Ako is working in partnership with the
Manurewa Marae to provide easy access to vaccinations for those whānau who want them.
The Vaccination Van will be here at Greenmeadows Intermediate next Wednesday 16th March from
3.00p.m. until 5.00p.m.
Remember that if you are isolating, one of the few reasons you can leave your home is to get a test, or
a vaccination (or booster).

PAT Assessments
At Greenmeadows administering Progressive Achievement Tests
(PAT's) is one of the ways teachers gather information about what
students know and need to learn in Maths and Reading. This
information is particularly important after two years of disrupted
learning due to COVID-19 when student assessments were not often
able to be completed.
As a school we have deliberately made the decision this year to pay
for students to complete these assessments online. Ideally any
assessment like this is best administered in person at school but we
realise that this is not possible for many of our students at this time
when many are isolating at home. While our preference is to wait for
students to return to school after isolating to complete these
assessments teachers may need to make contact with parents if

their child is absent from school for a longer period of time. They will
be seeking to book an appropriate time for their child to complete
the assessment at home. If this is the case the teacher will organise
for the student to be supervised via Google meet and will
communicate with parents about how this will work.

"Te Ao Māori" - Online learning language
programme
To continue our momentum in the normalising of te reo and tikanga
Māori within our kura, the Board of Trustees has paid for all staff and
students to have a subscription to Te Ao Māori which is an online
language learning programme developed by Education Perfect. This programme caters for the needs
and capabilities of all students regardless of what level they are at in their ability to learn and speak te
reo.
While students are set tasks by their teacher, they are also free to explore a range of other activities.
This course is designed for all learners to be able to complete independently and in their own time.
Students can participate in competitions, track their personal progress, see their ranking within their
class, school and world and receive awards for completing tasks. Students are spending time each
week on this programme in class, however they can also continue their learning at home. Encourage
your child to share with you how the programme works. Instructions are included below.

Instructions for Te Ao Māori

School Lunches
As parents are aware, Subway provides free lunches for our students
every day. The menu is really, really good (and varied) and students are
really lucky to be provided with this every day. The lunches are amazing!
In addition, students get free fruit everyday through the Fruit in Schools
programme.
We are finding that a quite a number of students are going to the dairy before school to buy junk food
to eat at lunch time instead of the school lunch. They tell us their parents have given them "permission"
to do this as they "don't like" the lunches. We suspect they just prefer eating junk food over something
healthy.
Can we ask parents who wish to have their child opt out of the healthy lunch scheme to please make
contact with the class teacher to discuss it first. This makes it much easier for the school to manage
the situation when we are faced with it at school.
Just a reminder to bus parents - we do not allow students to go down to the dairy after getting off the
bus in the morning.

Kaitaikitanga - Activation Stations to prompt our thinking on
this topic.
The current focus for student inquiry at the moment is "Kaitiakitanga", being guardians of the land,
taking care of the land, so that it’s resources can be used for many more generations.
Tui Team have focused on sustainability; minimising waste and using what is given to us by mother
nature. The teachers found some fun interactive activities that were engaging students and prompted
their thinking about how to take care of the land so we can all benefit from the land's resources.
Some students have been making Kawakawa balm from locally sourced resources. They have used
Kawakawa leaves from a farm in South Auckland and honey from Whaea Leah’s hives. Others have
been learning to plant Microgreens in used biodegradable coffee cups. Enjoy some photos of this
great student learning taking place this week!

“If we take care of the whenua, the whenua will take care of the tangata whenua” - unknown

