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Principal's message
Kia ora whānau,
It has been a positive week, especially considering the rapidly rising
number of Covid-19 cases which are reported each day. It is fair to say,
that we at Greenmeadows are no different to any other school and have
also experienced a rise in the number of confirmed cases that are reported to us. Since 21st February,
we have had 44 confirmed cases of students with Covid-19 reported to us across all classes. Many of
those students were already isolating as household contacts although it is likely that others would
have been infectious while at school. This is why we are so proud of our students (and staff!) who are
highly consistent in wearing their masks inside - this is a strong safety measure and if you have Covid
and are wearing a mask it is a lot harder for you to transmit it to someone else. Also, the ventilation in
our classrooms is at a really, really high level and this also helps to reduce a lot of the risk.
I do want to take a moment to thank our whānau for the way in which they are letting us know when
their child is positive. It helps us fulfil our reporting requirements to the Ministry of Education. We are
also grateful to the way in which parents continue to send their child to school if they are well. So
much of the education of all students across Auckland has been interrupted over the past two years.
We are very keen to have students in classrooms, learning with their teachers when at all possible.
We do realise it is confusing for everyone to know what to do if one tests positive for Covid, or is a
household contact. I have included in this newsletter two really simple flow charts that help you
identify what type of contact you might be, when you have to have a test and how long you need to
isolate for. I hope they are helpful.
Also included in this newsletter is information about the following:
Teacher Only Day - Friday 11 March
Student Leaders and Ambassadors - process for selection of these explained.
John Parsons - links to some of his videos from the parent session held this week.
Information about learning at home for those students who are isolating.
Alfriston Kāhui Ako Vaccination Drive
Remember that the newsletter is sent out in a digital version only and includes important information
that parents and caregivers need to know. Do grab a drink and sit down for a good read!
Finally, we have an assembly tomorrow at school in Block 4 (2.00p.m.) and are streaming it to our
students who are at home. If you wish to join us, please see the link below (it will also be on google

classroom feeds):
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88170302018?pwd=N2RyZTY2K1V0VWluWGdhSmlKWXptUT09
Meeting ID: 881 7030 2018
Passcode: 310884

Ngā mihi
Cathy Chalmers
cchalmers@greenmeadows.school.nz

Teacher Only Day - Friday 11 March 2022
The staff will be taking part in the Alfriston Kāhui Ako Conference along with the other schools in our
cluster on Friday 11 March. There will be no school for students on this day and there will be no staff
on site either. This is one of the Ministry of Education approved Teacher Only Days that were included
in the Teacher Collective Agreement last year. We are looking forward to hearing from some
outstanding speakers including Nathan Wallis, Dr Melanie Riwai-Couch, Dr Mark Osborne and Joanne
Robson.

John Parsons Parent Workshop
We had a really informative session with John Parsons on Monday
night and are grateful to the small but really engaged group of
parents that joined the workshop. John has very kindly shared a
number of short videos for parents. They provide great guidance for
parents on how to keep your child safe as they venture into the
online world. Click on the links below:
Leaving Primary School

Trusting Gut Feeling
Teenagers and Future Proofing for Employment
Live Streaming: Understand the Risks for Children
Bedroom, Bathroom, Pyjamas
How to deal with Anti-Social Behaviour
Children & Online Games - A Nosy Parent is a Loving Parent!
Circle of Lighthouses
Families that Eat Together Heal Together

Learning From Home
A number of our students are now learning from home while they are self
isolating. Teachers are using "Screenmeadows" to deliver teaching and
learning through a "hybrid approach". This means that they are
deliberately thinking about how they can deliver the same lesson to both
students on site and at home. This document "Screenmeadows for
Students" is a great guide for students who are learning from home. We
would encourage them to have a read of it.
In addition to "Screenmeadows", we are also providing home learning packs for those who wish to
have them. Please email Jane Hudson (jhudson@greenmeadows.school.nz) if you would like one of
these.

Student Leaders & Classroom
Ambassadors
This year we decided to delay the student leader selection process to
ensure that all students who are interested in putting themselves
forward to be a Student Leader or a Class Ambassador position will
be able to do so whether they are at school or learning from home.
As of Monday 7th March, students who are interested can nominate
themselves if they are a Year 8 for a Student Council position or both
Year 7 and 8 students can nominate themselves for a Class
Ambassador position.
We are sharing the process with students at assembly tomorrow
and will provide more information about what students need to if
they are interested. We will also email students the information
including a video of past student leaders talking about what it
means to be a leader at GIS.
You may wish to encourage your child to apply if you think this is
something that suits their personality, dispositions and capabilities.

Alfriston Kāhui Ako Vaccination Drive
As has previously been mentioned, the Alfriston Kāhui Ako is working in partnership with the
Manurewa Marae to provide easy access to vaccinations for those whānau who want them. A

fantastic Drive Thru event was held at Randwick Park School on Tuesday night and 127 children and
adults received a vaccination. We will have vaccination vans parked up at our Kāhui Ako Schools over
the next few weeks. See the flyer below for dates and times and if you wish to get a vaccination, then
rock on up! Remember that if you are isolating, one of the few reasons you can leave your home is to
get a test, or a vaccination (or booster). Note that the van will be at our school on 16 March although
whānau are welcome at any of the schools when the van is there.

